INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

REPORT NO. 3381
MAINE CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY
IN RE ACCIDENT
NEAR LAMBERT LAKE, MAINE, ON
DECEMEER 12, 1950




Date:

Railroad:
Location:

Kind of accident:
Train involved:
Traln aumber:
Engine numbers:
Conslst;
Estimated speed:

Operation:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

- 2 - Report No., 3381

SUMMARY [

December 12, 1980
Maine Central
Lambert Lake, Malne
Derallrent

FPreight

951

£597 and 5166

34 csrs, 2 cabooses
20 m. p. h.

Timetable, traln orders and ::tomatic
block-signal system

Single; 3°E5!' curve; 1.12 peccent
ascending grade westward

Raining
5:15 a. m,
2 k1lled; & 1njured

Washout



INTERSTATE COMMERCE CCMMISSION

REPORT NO., 3281

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPUORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

MAINE CZNTRAL RAILRCAD COMPANY

r

D
T

r

ruary 7, 1951

Accident near Lambert Lake, Malne, on December 12, 1950,
~aused by a washout.

‘ 1
REFPCRT CF THE COMMISSICN

PATTERSON, Commigsioner:

On December 12, 1950, there was a derallment of a
Canadian Pacific Rallway freicht train on the Malns Central
Railroad near Lambert Lake, Maine, which resulted in the
death of two employees and the injury of three employees,
This accldent was investigated in conjunction with 2 repre-
sentative of the Maine Public Utilities Commission.

1

Under authority of ssction 17 '2) » the lnterstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commission to CUomuissioner Patterson for conslderation and
dispositlorn.
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Location of Accildent and Method of Operatlon

. This accildent occurred on that part of the Eastern
Division extending between Vanceboro and Mattawamkeag, Maine,
56,08 miles, a single-track line, over which trains are
operated by timetable, train orders and an automatlc blocx-
slonal system. Tralns of the Canadlan Pacific Rallway
regularly are operated over this line. The accldent occurred
on the main track 4,33 miles west of Vanceboro and 3,571
feet cest of the statlion at Lambert Lake., From the east
there are, 1n succession, a 2° curve to the left 1,442 feedl
in lencth, a tangent 991 feet and a 3°5-8!' curve to the right
195 fect to the polnt of aceldent and 1,594 feet weatward.
The rrade varies between 0.54 percent and 1.48 percent
ascendiag westward throughout & distunce of 1,700 feet cart
of the point of accident and is 1,12 percent ascending at
that po’ nt,

The track structure consists of 112-pound rail, 39
feet in length, lald on an average of 22 treated ties to the
reil lenzth, It is fully tieplated with double-shoulder
tleplates, spiked with two rail-holdine and two anchor splkes
per tlieplate, and is provided with 4-hole 24~inch head-Trce
toelegs jolnt bars and an averagre of 8 rall anchors p-r rail,
The track is ballasted with pit-run gravel to a depth of
18 inches below the bottoms of the tiles,

Vance Mountain and Pirate Hill rise gradually to

elevations of approximately 450 feet abeve the level of

the track at points about 1.5 miles north of the track,

Dralncge from these two elavatlons flows nouthward to

Scott Brook located south of the track. In the vicinlty of

the point of accident the roadbsd crosses this drainace

course at practically right angles, and the track structurec

1s lajid in a shallow cut. The carrler had constructcd an

Intercenting ditch about 35 feet north of the track to divert

surface water from the slope. This dltch 1ls about 3 feet wide

at the bottom end 4 feet deep, and extends about 500 fect

west and 400 feet east of the polnt of accident. Throusnout

a distance of about 350 feet immediately west of the noint

of accident there 1s a timber dike about 1-1/2 feet hish

alonz the south slde of the ditch to orevent water flowlng
f. to the track. At the point of accident the bottom of the

ditch is about 1 foot above the level of the tops of the rails.

The track diteh parallels the track on the north at a distance

of about 10 feet and the interceptlng ditch jolns the trock

ditch about 400 fect east of the point of accident. Water

fromw the track ditch fleows under the track throueh a stone-

box culvert located about 1,100 feet east of the point of

accident,
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Autonztic sicnal 2474, oovernins west-tound movements ’
throuc™ fle block in which the accident ncenrred, 1s located

258 feot eort of the point of accident, It 1s of the two-arn
lower—uadrant semavhore type and dlsplays three asp=ct-.

It *s approach lichted,

This carrier's noperatine rrles read in vart as follovs:
SECTICN FQOREMEN,

10827, They must see that the roadway and tracxs
are -~ronerly natrnoilled and watched., During violents
storms or high watsr they will make speclal and
Trequent examination of their sectlonsg and see that
=v ary preceution is taken to protect tralns and
rrevent cccldent Yo property, Zeeping patrol men ont
ni :bts vhen necessury, * # #

They will report promptly to the Superlintendent
and RoaCmaster anv indicatinn of trouble.

ey must perasonslly inspcet every nart of thelr
gection et least Lwice n weel.

The raxlmum autrorized speesd for frel~ht traing is
45 riles per rour,

Degecrirtinn of Accident

Nno, 981, a wegt-bound second-class Canadlan Pacific
frel-ht train, coneict=2d of engines 2507 and E16F, 34 cuars
and 2 cabonses. Thls ftrasin desparted from Vancetnro, the
last open nffice, at £:05 a. m., 1 hour 30 minutes lats, vacsed
sleona™ 2464  wrich 1ndicated Froceed, and while movinz ot an
estinat~d speed of 20 miles mer nour, the engines, the first
16 cars and the front truck of the seventeenth car were cerailed.

Both encines were derailed to the north and stopped
on thelr richt sides, in line with the track, witk the
front end of the first enzine 145 feet west of the nmoint of
deralilment, The flrst 16 cars stopned in various rositioas
on or nsar the itrack. Both engines and 13 cars were badly '
damac:d and & cars were slichtly damaged. About 200 feact
of track were destroyed,

The englneer and the fireman of r~nzine E16A werc killed,
The engineer and the Tireman of englnec 2597 ond tke front
brakesan vere injured.



I% was ralning at the time of the zsccident, which
ocevrr~ed at £:15 a, m,

J.7. englne 2597 is of the t-6-2 type and the combined
welcht +f the cnmine and tender, 'n working order, 1s
431,000 pounds. C,P. englne 5165 1s of the 2-8-2 typc and
the combined weight of the engine and tender, in working
ordecr, 1ls 518,000 pounds.

LClescuasion

As No, 951 was approaching the point where the accldent
occurred thre specd was about 35 miles per hour. The brakes
of this train, which were being controclled by the enslneer
of the Cirst englne, had been tested and had functloned proncrly
when used en route, The hendllght of the first engine was
lizhted brightly., The englnecr and the fireman of the first
engine and thre front brakeman were in the cab of the first
ensine and were malntalning & lookout ahead., The engineer
and the firemen of the second enclne were in the cab of that
engire and the conductor and the flagman were 1n the caboose.
The cnglneer of the first englne peld that 1t was raining hord
as th~ train apnroached sipgnal 2464 and that water wos running
down the side of the cut wlth considerable force, a condition
he had never before observed, He was watching the track
closely and after the enzine pasgsd slenal 2464, which indlicated
Proceed, he observed that the ballast Lad been wsshed from
under the north ends of the tles., He Lfmmedlatcly made an
emercency appllcation of the brakes and the speed was reduced
to 2bout 30 miles per hour when the dernilment occurred,

Becouvse of the heavy raln the track wag beilng pafrollicd
ahezd of all passenger traing. The s~ction foremsn had
Inspectsd the track about 4 p, m. the previous day =nd then
had ~ssligned two employess to matrol the track durine the
nizht, One patrolman had inspected the track and had ohcearved
conditlons in tre vieciniltyv of the noint of accirdent about &

a. m,, 2 rours 15 minutes befors tre derallment occurred, He
exanined both ditches and Ald not consider the flow of water
to be excessive., At that time therc were no indlcations of

scouriany and he saw no condition which he considered sbnermal
or dangerous.
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Trao track supervisor spld that he had beon ~eslened

to c¢is fTarritory about 7 years snd that Auring that serind
trer. ad “een no excessive ovorflow from the dlteches in

thie ~lcilalty of the point of accldent., 7Tt wos Fls opininn .
that o temporary dam across & ravine on the slope had bern

forard by Cebris, and that when thie obstruction was bra’ an

the resulting surgce of water overflowsd the dikns 1n sufiicint
volwzre nd with sufficlent forc: to underminc the tracx

structure,

The enzlneer and thre firemen of Extro 5332 Fast, an
east-bound C.P. freleht trrin, which pzsscd over tho noiaf
wh-re the wceldent occur 2d about 1 hour 3% miautes prior
to the C-rullment of Mo, 9E€1, =sald that ot the t tlime 1t was
ralnineg hard but that thc englne rode smonthly and they noiinod
no vuser o1 the track nor any other unusual condition,

Caugn

It 15 found thot thils accident was causod by s was“oulb,

2ty

ated at Washington, D, T., thls seventh
2y of February, 1981,

By the Commlssion, Commissloner Patterson,

( SEAL) W. P. BARTEL,

Secretnry.



